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Welcome from Fr. Bede
Dear Family,
Welcome to all of you - those who are coming to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Faith Formation programs for the first time and those who are returning.
We take very seriously the confidence you place in us by enrolling your child in our programs,
and we will do everything possible to support you. You are your child's first and most important
teachers in helping them to grow in faith and understanding of our Roman Catholic tradition.
We understand formation in faith as a life-long journey in discipleship that is enhanced by
learning about the basic elements important to our faith - the Sacred Scriptures, the prayers, the
sacraments, the liturgy, the history of our journey of faith from the beginning of creation down
to the present day, and a future to which we look forward in joyful hope.
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program is in its fourth year at SEAS this school year and
we pray that you will continue to support and help the program to grow.
All of our sacramental preparation programs are offered on Tuesday and Thursday with the understanding that participation in the Sunday Liturgy is essential to the formation of the child.
For those preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation, it is with the understanding that participation in the Sunday Liturgy is a part of class time.
In an effort to keep all our children safe, we present the Touching Safety program as part of our
curriculum. If you would like information regarding the program, or other parent information,
please feel free to go online to the VIRTUS website at www.virtus.org.
I look forward to seeing you at Mass (the source and summit of all we do) as well as the many
varied events hosted at our parish.
The Youth Ministry Office as well as the entire parish staff are ready to help you in any way possible, and of course, my door is always open to you.
Thank you again for your participation in our programs.
In Christ,
Fr. Bede Wevita
Pastor
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Parish Mission Statement
We, the community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church, are
dedicated to continuing the mission of Christ by proclaiming the word of God,
celebrating the sacraments, and exercising the ministry of charity. We strive to
respond to the Lord’s call of discipleship by nurturing a sense of belonging
among parishioners and providing opportunities for living out the Gospel while
joyfully embracing life and spiritual transformation. This commitment is our
baptismal call and manifest in worship, education,
evangelization, stewardship, fellowship, and service as we desire to do God’s will
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our patron saint, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
and the teaching office of the Catholic Church.

Registration
Parish
Faith Formation registration is not registration in the parish. It is important to be registered in
the parish and to use your donation envelopes so that we have records of your activity in the parish. If you ever request a letter for Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, a tax statement, being a
godparent or sponsor, or if you would like to have your child enrolled in our Faith Formation
Program, or for many other reasons, we must check our records to confirm that you indeed attend here before we can make a statement to that effect. We also cannot sign affidavits stating
that you are a member of the parish (even if you attend Mass here), if we have no records to that
effect. Parents and families in Faith Formation are expected to fully and actively participate in
the weekly Sunday liturgy and contribute to the support of the Church.
Faith Formation Procedures
Tuition
Scheduled registration periods are announced at Mass and in the Parish bulletin.
To register for the program you must:
 complete a registration form for each
child;
 provide a Birth, Baptismal and First Eucharist (if received) certificate for your
baptized child at the time of registration;
 pay or arrange for payment of tuition
and fees.
 a letter of transfer must be provided if
the child has completed the previous
year in another parish.

All tuition fees must be paid before the day of
your child receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation for the current year.
It is the practice of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish that no child will be denied admission to
any Faith Formation program due to financial
considerations.
Please contact the Faith Formation Offices.
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Youth Ministry Office
Meghan Hernandez
Director of Youth Ministry

702-804-8313

Sean Donohue
702-804-8372
Assistant Director of Youth Ministry

MHernandez@seaslv.org
SDonohue@seaslv.org

1809 Pueblo Vista Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89128
Fax: 702-228-8310
www.seaslv.org

Office Hours
Mondays and Thursdays
1 p.m.—6 p.m.
Tuesdays
10 a.m.—3 p.m.

Wednesdays
1 p.m.—4 p.m.

Class Times
All classes are held in the Parish Hall.
Sundays
Confirmation I & II

Mondays
Confirmation I & II
Makeup Lessons
Tuesdays
Salvation History

Time: 2:15 *– 5:00 p.m. (includes 4:00 pm Mass)
*Some classes begin at 2:00 PM, please consult the
Confirmation Schedule for more details
Time: 7:00—8:30 p.m.
Time: 5:45 — 7:30 p.m.
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Introduction to Faith Formation
The mission statement for Faith Formation programs of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
embodies the four-fold purpose of formation and education in the Christian faith, namely:
to provide an atmosphere in which the gospel message is proclaimed, community in Christ is
experienced, service to our sisters and brothers is the norm, and thanksgiving and worship of
our God is cultivated. (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Renewing our Commitment to Catholic Education and Secondary Schools, Washington, D.C., 2005)
Our commitment is to support the family’s life-long relationship with God in the tradition of the
Roman Catholic Church.
The most important element in our program is the family. At your child’s Baptism, you
committed to instructing your child in the Catholic faith. Through your guidance and example,
your child comes to know the love and concern God has for him or her. Family cooperation and
support is essential in opening the heart and mind of your child to God. It is the desire of the
Faith Formation Office to work with parents, children, and catechists to support ongoing
growth in faith.

Faith Formation for Children
Christ calls all the faithful to proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world and to hand
his message on to successive generations by professing, living, and celebrating the faith in Liturgy and prayer. (National Directory for Catechesis, p. 41)
The Faith Formation Programs for children at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are designed to
nurture an ever-growing, life-long relationship with God. They offer support for ongoing
growth in the child’s life with God. The programs are designed for children in grades pre-K
through high school. They feature innovative, age-appropriate faith learning and life application. Content is based on Scripture, Liturgy, the Sacraments, and Sacred Tradition. At the heart
of the programs is liturgy and prayer. The programs encourage our children and youth to rely
on their faith as they live in a world that does not always share gospel values.
Our programs stress that formation is a life-long process and that catechesis is the responsibility of the whole faith community. The whole community (parents and family, priests, and catechists) is called to pass on the faith through faith-sharing with the children and witness of daily
life, as well as to participate, as fully as possible, in the Sunday liturgy.
Confirmation
For “by the sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the Church
and are enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as true witnesses of
Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the faith by word and deed.”
(CCC, no. 1285, citing LG 11; cf. OC, Introduction 2)
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Sacramental Preparation for Confirmation at SEAS
The two year preparation program to celebrate Confirmation teaches youth about the Holy Spirit and true
meaning of the Creed while participating in the sacraments. All children preparing are required to follow
the guideline stated below:
Confirmation preparation is a two-year process and the youth is at least in grade 9.
If the parish program or parochial school is other than St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, a letter from the
parish or
school stating that the youth has been in the program or school the previous year must be presented at
the time
of registration.
 If a youth did not attend the last 3 consecutive years of formation they will attend a Salvation History
class in their first year of Confirmation in addition to the Sunday class.
 Parents or guardians are registered members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish or a Catholic Parish in
the Las Vegas Diocese.
 The youth is registered in and regularly attends Faith Formation sessions at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish.
 Parents are required to attend 6 Adult Faith Formation Sessions in their Second year of
preparation.
Sacramental Preparation for Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation at SEAS for children in at least grade 9.












This is a two year program for children who were not baptized as infants, who are in high school and
will
participate in the Rite of Christian Initiation at the Easter Vigil.
Youth will attend weekly age-appropriate classes including Salvation History during their first year.
Parents and youth will attend Sacrament Preparation Meetings periodically as required by the pastor.
Parents are required to attend 5 Adult Faith Formation Sessions in their Second year of
preparation.
Parent and youth in their second year of First Eucharist preparation are required to attend 3 Reconciliation Meditations and 1 Eucharist Retreat prior to the celebrations.
These along with all Confirmation requirements will be fulfilled by the family.
Youth will celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) at the Easter
Vigil of their second year.

Attendance at Sunday Liturgy
All youth are required to attend Sunday 4 p.m. Mass as a part of their class time. The youth
will be marked absent if they leave before Mass. We highly encourage the family to join us
at this time for Sunday Mass.
Adult Faith Formation Sessions—Year 2
All parents of youth in sacrament preparation year 2 are required to attend all 5
Adult Faith Formation sessions conducted by Fr. Bede. These sessions will assist
parents in preparing their children for the sacraments.
Continuing Formation Grades 9-12


All youth who have completed their sacraments are highly encouraged to attend youth group to continue
their faith formation. High School Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights from 6 p.m.—8 p.m. in the
Youth Room. All are welcome.
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Specific Policies of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Confirmation Program
These policies are in addition to the previous stated policies.
Arrival and Departure
In the interest of your child’s safety and to ensure proper supervision, youth can arrive no earlier than
15 minutes before the scheduled class time. This will provide time for the volunteer catechists and
catechist aides to arrive and set up for the lesson.
Youth may be dropped off curbside. However, it is the youth’s responsibility to arrive to class on time.
After the closing song of the 4 p.m. Mass, catechists and aides will dismiss the youth from the Church
pews. All parents and family are invited to join their child at the 4 p.m. Mass.
Attendance
Youth enrolled in the age-appropriate continuing Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation
programs at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are expected to attend all classes. It is important for
parents/guardians to communicate with the Youth Ministry Office concerning absences.
We welcome advance notice if a youth will be absent; however there is no distinction between an
absence and an excuse. Absences are limited to 5, excessive absences will be reviewed and may affect
the date of the reception of the sacrament.
For most Sunday class lessons, we offer a Makeup class the next day from 7 PM to 8:30 PM in the
Youth Room. The lesson is repeated the following day meaning if a youth misses a class in October,
they cannot make it up in March. They can only make it up the following Monday following the lesson
that is indicated on the Makeup Schedule. In order to be marked present, youth are required to
bring a bulletin signed by the presider of the Mass they attended. If there is no bulletin provided in the
makeup class they will not receive credit for the class. Because Eucharist is the source and summit of
our faith, it is vital the youth attend Mass whether or not they are able to be present for Confirmation
class.
All Sacramental Preparation youth and at least one parent are required to attend all
preparation events (e.g. True Vine Meditation Evenings and First Eucharist Retreat)
All Confirmation II Preparation youth, their sponsor and at least one parent are
required to attend all preparation events (e.g. Confirmation Rehearsal.)
Dress Code
Youth are expected to dress modestly and comfortable to class. Parents will be called to pick up their
child to be taken home or bring a change of clothes in the event an outfit is deemed inappropriate. Since
all modes of dress cannot be address, the following are guidelines:
Polos are to be worn at every class, they do not need to be worn on retreats
Pants, shorts and skirts are at least knee length
NO leggings unless worn under a skirt or dress, gym shorts or pajama bottoms
NO pants or shirts with obvious holes ,rips, or inappropriate words or offensive illustrations
*Remember we are attending Mass as a part of each class.
During retreats, the following dress code is to be followed:
Pants and skirts are at least knee length, gym attire is allowed on retreats
No midriff shirts or blouses
No spaghetti strap or low front shirts or blouses
No shirts with inappropriate words or offensive illustrations (front or back)
No pants or shirts with holes or rips
No leggings unless worn under a skirt or dress
*At all times clothing needs to cover shoulders, décolletage, and knees.
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Behavior
We are all called into relationship as human beings with God, self, others and all of creation. To help
foster this in all our activities, we expect mutual respect from both catechists and youth. A youth’s
behavior must not interfere with any activity in class or on the Church premises. Everyone is expected
to behave in a Christian manner, caring for and respecting one another.
Youth who show disrespect in class, to the catechist, or to one another will be corrected by the
catechist or a member of the Youth Ministry staff. A meeting with parents may be requested to resolve
a problem. Inappropriate behavior includes but is not limited to:






Disrespect to others
Disruptive actions or words
Intentionally injuring another person with physical or verbal abuse
Defacing or destroying Church or another’s property
Bringing inappropriate items to class (including anti-Christian, dangerous, or offensive items
or clothing)
No cell phone can be used during class unless deemed appropriate by the catechist. If the
catechist sees you on your phone when permission has not been given, they have permission
to take it away from you. It will be returned to you after a discussion with a Youth Ministry
staff member after Mass.

We will call the parent for advice and assistance in the event we are unable to maintain appropriate
and expected discipline. At any time, families may request a meeting with Fr. Bede.
Our commitment is to help guide each youth in his or her journey with the Lord. It is a commitment
in love and patience.
Communication
The primary means of communication from the Youth Ministry Office to families are to the e-mails
listed on the registration form along with updates posted on the Church website. On
occasion, special notifications may be sent home with the youth. You may contact the Youth Ministry
Office with any questions regarding Sacrament Preparation, Continuing Formation, Tuition, and/or
Catechists/Assistants.
Optional Method of Communication:
In addition we use the Remind program, which sends text messages. If you are interested in receiving
news via text message, make sure to sign up through the Youth Ministry Office.
If you wish to speak with your youth’s catechist, please do so either before or after class. You may
make an appointment through the Youth Ministry Office to meet with the Youth Ministry staff. You
may make an appointment with Fr. Bede directly through the parish.
Parents are asked to provide any necessary medical information or special need of the child. Please
notify the Parish and Faith Formation offices of any change of address or telephone numbers.
Parents are asked to provide emergency contact numbers in the event we are unable to reach you
while your child is in session at SEAS or on a retreat. Parents are responsible to keep this information
updated along with home address, phone numbers and especially email addresses, as our main mode
of communication is email.
Information regarding our program and updates will be included in the weekly newsletter and the
website. www.seaslv.org
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Specific Policies of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Confirmation Program
Special Activities
Throughout the year, in all Faith Formation programs, there are special activities scheduled to
enhance and supplement catechesis. Parents/guardians will be notified in advance of the activity
via email. Confirmation youth permission forms for off-campus retreats were included in the
registration packet and can be viewed any time in the Youth Ministry Office. Telephone calls
cannot replace signed permission slips. If seriously inappropriate behavior occurs while off-site,
the parent/guardian will be notified to come to the activity or event location to pick up the child,
including off-campus retreats.

Classroom Celebrations
Liturgical seasons will be observed in classroom celebrations. For example, Christmas parties
may not be held until after December 25. There is usually time for a Christmas celebration in
January, during the Christmas season, when the youth return to class.
Food or drink is not permitted in the classroom at any time. This applies to adults and
youth alike. Please contact the Youth Ministry Office to reserve an appropriate place for any classroom event involving food or drink refreshments, as space is limited.
Classroom Visitors

No friends or siblings of youth are allowed in the classroom. Parents wishing to observe their child
must have prior permission from the Youth Ministry Office and thereafter the catechist will be informed regarding the visit. There are certain classes in which parent involvement is encouraged
and parents will be notified of those dates in advance.
Medication
No volunteer personnel may administer ANY medication to any child. Medication may only be
dispensed to a youth by parent on premises. Church is not responsible for any medical situations
that we have not been notified at time of registration or when the situation arise.
Right to Amend
The Youth Ministry Office reserves the right to unilaterally change the policies contained in this
handbook at any time, to cancel any policy, or to decline to apply a particular policy in a given
situation, if, in its discretion, to do so would serve the interests of the children, families enrolled in
this program, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, or the Diocese of Las Vegas. Parents and catechists
will be given prompt notification of changes.

Tardiness
Participation in class is very important. Each youth needs to be in class on time. Late arrival disrupts the class in progress. Please do all you can to insure your child’s prompt arrival for class. In
the event the youth is late, bring him/her to the Youth Ministry Office where their attendance will
be marked. A youth arriving after 2:15 PM will be marked tardy. At 2:30 PM, youth will be marked
absent.
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Crisis Plan
All catechists and assistants over the age of 18 are required to be fingerprinted and attend training in “Protecting God’s Children.”
As part of the Faith Formation curriculum, all youth in Kindergarten through grade 12 are required to participate in the “Touching Safety” program presented during the school year.
Advocacy is available through the diocese for any individual who has been sexually and/or physically abused. The 24-hour hotline number is: 702-235-7723.

All catechists and aides are familiar with all building exits, in the case of fire or other emergencies. The Youth Ministry Office will contact parents/guardians in the event of an emergency.
Diocesan Requirements
All employees, ministers, and volunteers in the Diocese of Las Vegas are required to be fingerprinted and to attend a “Protecting God’s Children” workshop held throughout the year at parishes in the diocese. Monthly Virtus updates must also be completed.
Records
Records for each youth are kept in the Youth Ministry Office.
A copy of the Birth, Baptismal and First Eucharist certificates are requested at the time of
registration. It is necessary to have these certificate on file stating where and when the child was
baptized. Whenever the child celebrates other sacraments in our parish, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Church notifies the parish of baptism.
If a family moves or transfers to another parish, copies of the youth’s records can be sent to the
new parish upon request. Requests need to include the complete address of the parish to which
these documents are to be sent.
Custodial Rights
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish (SEAS) abides by the provisions of the Buckley Amendment with
respect to the rights of non-custodial parents. In the absence of a court order, we will provide
the non-custodial parent with unofficial copies of records. If there is a court order specifying
that no information is to be given to the non-custodial parent, it is the responsibility of the
custodial parent or guardian to provide the Youth Ministry Office with an official copy of the
court order. (A copy will also be given to the Parish Office.).
We respectfully request for all parents/guardians provide a copy of the court-certified copy of
the custody section in a divorce decree which applies to the child(ren) being registered for the
SEAS Faith Formation Program. This information will help us to determine when, if ever, a
child can be released to a non-custodial parent.
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Confirmation Retreat Dates
Date

Time

Topic

Location

Friday—Sunday
September 22-24,
2017

4:30 p.m. Friday—
1:00 p.m. Sunday

Confirmation I
Retreat

Potosi Pines

Saturday—Sunday
November 11-12,
2017

8:00 a.m. Saturday—
9:00 a.m. Sunday

Saturday—Monday
February 17-19,
2018

8:00 a.m. Saturday—
5:00 p.m. Monday

Confirmation II
Retreat

TBD

Sunday
May 20, 2018

9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Pentecost Retreat

SEAS

Social Justice
Retreat

Church and Service
Sites

Retreat Attendance
All retreats are mandatory. If your child is unable to attend a retreat, you are asked to make it
up at another parish.
1. Call to nearby parishes and ask when their retreat is for the correct year
2. Check your schedule to see if those retreat dates fit within your family schedule
3. Ask for permission to attend
The Social Justice Retreat is intended for all year 1 youth to participate. Shall the youth miss
this retreat due to circumstances reviewed by Youth Ministry Staff, they will attend the retreat
in their second year.

“Being a Leader of Faith” Retreat 2016 - Year II Confirmation
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Youth Ministry Opportunities—check out our schedules at www.seaslv.org!


Junior High Youth Group is a fun environment where youth can come and join us as we learn about our faith.
We create a safe environment where youth feel confident in themselves to learn through faith filled activities.
This ministry is open to youth in grades 6-8.



High School Youth Group is a safe place for youth to come and express their faith in a fun and exciting way!
Youth Group encompasses the following activities but is not limited to service projects, sport nights and prayerful
evenings. Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights from 6-8 p.m. in the Youth Room. This ministry is open to
youth in grades 9-12



Young Adult Ministry is open to anyone in their 20s and 30s who is looking for like-minded Catholics to share
their faith and discover fellowship along the way!



LA Youth Day is an amazing event where thousands of teens from
across the nation attend. This day involves great music, listening to
inspiring speakers, Mass with the Cardinal and much, much more.
On the Wednesday before Youth Day, we will be spending the day at
Knott’s Berry Farm as a group followed by dinner. We wake up early
on Thursday and spend the rest of the time at Youth Day, an all day
event. The Anaheim Youth Day and Knott’s Berry Farm trip is a quick
trip packed with fun, excitement, entertainment and inspiration. Come
and celebrate our faith with 15,000 other Catholic teenagers from all
over the country.



JUST5DAYS is a five-day experience of service, hands-on learning activities, prayer and liturgy, and community
building designed for groups of middle school youth and their adult leaders from Catholic parishes and
schools. Just5Days is for youth who are entering 7th, 8th, or 9th grade.



Young Neighbors in Action is a week long summer service learning experience for youth entering 10th, 11th,
12th grade or recent graduates. It provides a solid, Catholic approach to service and justice that balances
Scripture and Catholic social teaching, direct service, and a justice consciousness. It provides the experiences,
skills, and learning needed to make change possible in this world.
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