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Faith Formation Fami

Welcome from Fr. Bede

Dear Family,

el come tothmhdde owWhyoare coming to St. Eli zabeth
the first time and those who are returning.

We take very seriously the confidence you pl ace
will do everythingY@uwsasridlyouro chiiplpd'rg fyiorust an
hel ping them to grow in faith and understanding

We understand for-manhgopounnetgith dssai pl eehip t
the basic el ement-shemBactadt Stoi puur éajthhe pr a
the history of our journey of faith from the be
which we | ook forward in joyful hope

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program i s
pray that you wil/|l continue to support and helop
All of our sacrament al preparation programs ar e
ing that participation in the Sunday Liturgy 1is

For those preparing for the Sacrament of Confir
the Sunday Liturgy is a part of c¢class ti me.
I n an effort to keep al/l our children safe, we
curri¢dl ymu would I i ke information regarding th
free to go online www.tvhier tMIISRToOUS website at

I |l ook forward to seeing you at Mass (the sour
events hosted at our pari sh.

The Faith Formation Office as well as the entir
of course, my door is always open to you.
Thank you again for your participation in our p

Il n Chri st ,
Fr . Bede Wevita
Pastor


http://www.virtus.org/

St . Eli zabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church

Parish Mission Statement

We, the community of St. EIlizabeth Ann
dedicated to continuing the mission of
celebrating the sacraments,Wansdgt exee cti &I

respond to the Lordds call of discipleshi
among parishioners and providing opportuni
joyfully embracing | i fTehiasnd ogmirtinewnal itsr a
bapti smal <call and manifest in worsh
evangelization, stewardship, fellowship,
wi || under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, our patron

teaching office of the Catholic

Registration
Parish

Faith Formation registration is not registration in the parish. It is important to be registered in the parish and to

use your donation envelopes so that we have records of your activity in the parish. If you ever request a letter for
Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, a tax statement, being a godparent or sponsor, or if you would like to have your
child enrolled in our Faith Formation Program, or for many other reasons, we must check our records to confirm
that you indeed attend here before we can make a statement to that effect. We also cannot sign affidavits stating
that you are a member of the parish (even if you attend Mass here), if we have no records to that effect. Parents

and families in Faith Formation are expected to fully and actively participate in the weekly Sunday liturgy and
contribute to the support of the Church.

Faith Formation Procedures Tuition

Scheduled registration periods are announced at Al tuition fees must be paid by the last day of Faith
Mass and in the Parish bulletin. Formation for the current year.

To register for the program you must: _ _ _ )
1 complete a registration form for each child; It is the practice of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish that

1 provide a Birth, Baptismal and First Eucharist (if© child will be denied admission to any Faith Formation

received) certificate for your baptized child at Programs due to financial considerations. Please con-

pay or arrange for payment of tuition and fees.
a letter of transfer must be provided if the child
has completed the previous year in another
parish.
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Youth Ministry Office

Meghan Hernand@&0-8313 MHer nandez @seas|

Director of Youth Ministry

Nat asha Nel soh0-830-8372 NNel son@seasl VY. o

Youth Ministry Assistant

1809 Puebl o Vista Drive,
Fax: -36B828B 49
www. seasl v.org

Of fice -Hour s

Mondays and Thursdays
1 poén.p. m.

Tuesdays
10 &.3m.p. m.

Wednesdays
1 pdd.p. m.

Cl asses -Ti mes

Las Vegas,

All classes are held in the Parish Hall.
Sundays
Confirmati oni me:& 21:10 p. m.
Mondays
Confirmati odn me:8L:BD® p. m.
Wednesdays
Sal vati on Hlismeoroyy:: 8% p. m.
aGod would want wever|y|o

same. ©
-Homeless Retreat Youth, 2014
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St . Eli zabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church

I ntroduction to Faith Formati on
The mission statement for Faith Formation progr
embodi es ftoHha fpauurpose of formation and educati or
to provide an atmosphere in which the gospel me
experienced, service to our sisters and brother
our God iIis(Unitedatedtes Confer ®reanewomgCatumol i c
Commi t ment to Catholic EducWashinn@gman SeBo@darz0
Our commitment is to-lonmparetl atth e nfsadamipl ywoé ¢ hl iGloel
Roman Catholic Church.
The most i mportant el ement in our program is th
commi tted to instructing your child in the Cath
your child comes to know the | ove and concern G
support is essential in opening the heart and m
Faith Formation Office to work with parents, <ch
i n faith.

Faith Formation for Children
Christ calls all the faithful to proclaim the Good
on to successive generations by professing, l'iving,
(Nati onal Direct,orpy. fdlr) Catechesi s
The Faith Formation Programs for children at St. El
an egireawi nlgaond iMfel ati onship with God. They offer su
with God. The programs are dkstigmeuwdgt ohi ghiddhenl .i
innovat-aperopageate faith | earning and | ife applicat
t he Sacraments, and Sacred Tradition. At the heart
programs encourage our children and youth to rely o
al ways share gospel values.
Our programs stress-liomgt procmastsi amdi § hatl icfaeg echesi s
whole faith community. The whole community (parent
pass on t he f asihtahr itnhgr owigthh ftahiet hc hi | dren and witness
participate, as fully as possibl e, in the Sunday | i

"| pray that homeless people A

have shelters to live in.
| pray that people have HOPEI

\ - Homeless Retreat Youth, 2014
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Faith Formation Fami

Sacrament al Preparation for Confirmation at SEAS

The two year preparation program to celebrate Confirm

the Creed while participating in tedgeukmed ameawst he Ag U

| ow:

1 Confirmation pr-gparapiooess antdwbhe youth is at | ea:

T I'f the parish program or parochial school i s other 1
school stating that the youth has been in the progr .
of registration.

f I'f a youth did not attend the | ast 3 consecutive Yye:;
first year of Confirmation in addition to the Sunda:

1 Parents or guardians are registered members of St. I
Vegas Diocese.

f The youth is registered in and regularly attends Fali

1 Parents are required to attend 5 Parent Education M

f Youth is required to attend 4 retreats throughout t|
their second year.

f Youth baptized in other faith traditions wil/ make
Confirmation.

Sacrament al Preparation for Baptism, First Euchar

|l east grade 9.

9 This is a two year program for children who were not
participate in the Rite of Christian Initiation at t

T Youth wil!/ at-appdoweelty aasses including Salvati on

T Parents and youth wildl attend Sacrament Preparation

9 Parents are required to attend 5 Parent Education Me

T tFENByild FyR @2dz2iKk Ay GKSANI aSO2yR &@SIFNJ2F CANBRG 9 dzOK!
YR M 9dzOKI NRAG wWSGONBFG LINAR2N) G2 GKS OSftSoNls2yao

1 These along with al/l Confirmation requirements wil/

T Youth wil/ celebrate the Sacraments of I nitiation (E
second year.

Attendance at Sunday Liturgy

Al'l youth are required to attend Sunday 4 p. m. M a

mar ked absent if they | eave before Mass. We hi ph

for Sunday Mass.

Sacrament Preparati oMe®ar2nt Meetings
Al | parents of youth in sacrament preparation
meetings conducted by Fr. Bede. These meetfi ngs
children for the sacraments.

Continuing For mat2i on Grades 9

T Al'l youth who have completed their sacraments are hi
faith formation. Hi gh School Youth GI¥&® up. meeitrs tome \

Al | are wel come.



St . Eli zabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church

Specific Policies of St. Eli zabeth Ann

These policies are in addition to the previous stated policies.
Arrival and Departure
I n the interest of your childds safety and to ensur
minutes before the scheduled class time. This will provide time for the volunteer catechists and catechist aides to
arrive and set up for the lesson.

Youth may be dropped off curbside. However, it is

After the closing song of the 4 p.m. Mass, catechists and assistants will dismiss the youth from the Church pews.
All parents and family are invited to join their child at the 4 p.m. Mass.

Youth with no parents awaiting them after Mass will call their parents from the Youth Ministry Office.

Communication

The primary means of communication from the Youth Ministry Office to familiegamails to the e -mail

listed as the primary contact on the registration form along with updates posted on the Church

website. On occasion, special notifications may be sent home with the youth. You may contact the Youth
Ministry Office with any questions regarding Sacrament Preparation, Continuing Formation, Tuition, and or
Catechists/Assistants.

I f you wish to speak with your youthoés catechist, p
appointment through the Youth Ministry Office to meet with the Youth Ministry staff. You may make an
appointment with Fr. Bede directly through the parish.

Parents are asked to provide any necessary medical information or special need of the child. Please notify the
Parish and Faith Formation offices of any change of address or telephone numbers.

Parents are asked to providamergency contact numbers in the event we are unable to reach you while your
child is in session at SEAS or on a retreat. Parents are responsible to keep this information updated along with
home address, phone numbers and especially email addresses, as our main mode of communication is email.

Information regarding our program and updates will be included in the weekly bulletin and the website.
www.seaslv.org

Dress Code

Youth are expected to dress modestly and comfortably to class. Parents will be called to pick up their child or
bring a change of clothes in the event an outfit is deemed inappropriate. The parent will be called and the youth
wi || be sent home. Since all/l modes of dress canod6t b
Polos are to be worn at every class, they do not need to be worn on retreats
Pants, shorts and skirts that are at least knee length
NO leggings, gym shorts or pajama bottoms
*Remember we are attending Mass as a part of each class.

During retreats, the following dress code is to be followed:
Pants and skirts should be at least knee length
No mid-drift shirts or blouses
No spaghetti strap or low front shirts or blouses
No shirts with words or inappropriate drawings (front or back)
No pants or shirts with obvious holes or rips



Faith Formation Fami

Attendance

Youth enrolled in the agappropriate continuing Faith Formation and Sacramental Preparation programs at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish are expected to attelidlasses. Parents/guardians should communicate with the
Youth Ministry Office concerning absences. Excused absence are limited to 5, excessive absences will be
reviewed.

All Sacramental Preparation youth and at least one parent are required to attend all preparation events

(e.g. True Vine Meditation Evenings and First Eucharist Retreat)

All Confirmation Il Preparation youth, their sponsor and at least one parent are required to attend all
preparation events (e.g. Confirmation Rehearsal.)

Tardiness
Participation in class is very important. Each youth needs to be in class on time. Late arrival disrupts the class in
progress. Pl ease do all you can to insure your <chil

him/her to the Youth Ministry Office where the attendance will be marked. A youth arriving 15 minutes after
session begins will be marked tardy.

Custodial Rights

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish (SEAS) abides by the provisions of the Buckley Amendment with respect to the
rights of noncustodial parents. In the absence of a court order, we will provide the-custodial parent with
unofficial copies of records. If there is a court order specifying that no information is to be given to the non
custodial parent, it is the responsibility of the custodial parent or guardian to provide the Youth Ministry Office
with an official copy of the court order. (A copy will also be given to the Parish Office.).

We respectfully request that all parents/guardians provide a copy of the -cautified copy of the custody
section in a divorce decree which applies to the child(ren) being registered for the SEAS Faith Formation
Program. This information will help us to determine when, if ever, a child can be released tecastodial
parent.

Behavior

We are all called into relationship as human beings with God, self, others and all of creation. To help foster this

in all our activities, we expect mutual respect fron
interfere with any activity in class or on the Church premises. Everyone is expected to behave in a Christian
manner, caring for and respecting one another.

Youth who show disrespect in class, to the catechist, or to one another will be corrected by the catechist or a
member of the Youth Ministry staff. A meeting with parents may be requested to resolve a problem.
Inappropriate behavior includes but is not limited to:

disrespect to others

disruptive actions or words

intentionally injuring another person with physical or verbal abuse

defacing or destroying Church or anotheros prop
bringing inappropriate items to class (including-@ftristian, dangerous, or offensive items or

clothing)

= =4 -8 -8 -

At any time, families may request a meeting with Fr. Bede.

Our commitment is to help guide each youth in his or her journey with the Lord. Itis a commitment in love
and patience.



St . Eli zabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church

Specific Policies of St. Eli zabeth Ann

Records

Records for each youth are kept in the Youth Ministry Office.

A copy of the Birth, Baptismal and First Eucharist certificates are requested at the time of registration. It is
necessary to have these certificate on file stating where and when the child was baptized. Whenever the child

celebrates other sacraments in our parish, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church notifies the parish of baptism.

I f a family moves or transfers to another parish, c
request. Requests should include the complete address of the parish to which these documents are to be sent.

Crisis Plan
Al catechists and assistants over the age of 18 ar
Godds Children. 6

As part of the Faith Formation curriculum, all students in Kindergarten through grade 12 are required to
participate in the 0Touching Safetyd program that i

Advocacy is available through the diocese for any individual who has been sexually and/or physically abused. The
24-hour hotline number is: 702357723.

All catechists and assistants are familiar with all building exits, in the case of fire or other emergency. The Youth
Ministry Office will contact parents/guardians in the event of an emergency.

Medication

No volunteer personnel may administer ANY medication to any child. Medication may only be dispensed to a
youth by parent on premises. Church is not responsible for any medical situations that we have not been notified
at time of registration or when the situation arise.

Special Activities

Throughout the year, in all Faith Formation programs, there are special activities scheduled to enhance and
supplement catechesis. Parents/guardians will be notified in advance of the activity either through the bulletin and/
or the monthly calendar/newsletter. Written permission will be requested before altaffipus activities.

Telephone calls cannot replace signed permission slips. If seriously inappropriate behavior occurs-sitale off

the parent/guardian will be notified to come to the activity or event location to pick up the child.

Confirmation youth permission forms for effampus retreats were included in the registration packet and can be
viewed any time in the Youth Ministry Office.

Right to Amend

The Youth Ministry Office reserves the right to unilaterally change the policies contained in this handbook at any

time, to cancel any policy, or to decline to apply a particular policy in a given situation, if, in its discretion, to do so
would serve the interests of the children, families enrolled in this program, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, or the
Diocese of Las Vegas. Parents and catechists will be given prompt notification of changes.

10



Faith Formation Fami

Classroom Visitors

No friends or siblings of students are allowed in the classroom. Parents wishing to observe their child must
have prior permission from the Youth Ministry Office and thereafter the catechist will be informed regarding
the visit.

Classroom Celebrations

Liturgical seasons will be observed in classroom celebrations. For example, Christmas parties may not be held
until after December 25. There is usually time for a Christmas celebration in January, during the Christmas
season, when the youth return to class.

Food or drink is not permitted in the classroom at any time. This applies to adults and youth alike. Please
contact the Youth Ministry Office to reserve an appropriate place for any classroom event involving food or
drink refreshments, as space is limited.

Diocesan Requirements

All employees, ministers, and volunteers in the Diocese of Las Vegas are required to be fingerprinted and to
attend a OProtecting Godo6s Childrendé workshop held

Virtusupdates must also be completed.
" basically means o h

not he afraid of the homeless.
They are human heings just like vs.
& - Homeless Retreat Youth, 2014 j

"When you have no home, no food and no love,
God will be there.
All you hove o do it ask for him.
God is there duing the joy duing Qrief.
Just osk for him."

- Homeless Retreat Youth, 2014
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St . Eli zabeth Ann Seton Roman Catholic Church
Sacrament Preparation Parent Mee
Dat e Ti me Location Topic
10/10/ 15 Satugr:dgapyl : 30am Parish Hall Session I
10/ 26/ 15 MNonday®®: 00 pim Parish H3l |
12/ 12/ 15 Sat ugr:dsabyl : 30 a th Parish H4l I Session |1
12/14/ 15 Mondeayd®: 00 pin Parish Hal l
17723716 Sgturgdgyi: 3oam Church
Session I
1/25/16 Moendag. go oopm Parish Hal l
3/12/16 Satundagy,. 394m Church
Session Y
3/14716 Menday. 44900pm Parish Hall
4/9/16 Saturda¥pi:3o0am
Parish H4l | Session [V
4/ 11/ 16 M(Dndaal:_@@oopm
Sacrament Preparation Pab&¥eatar Education Meet] ngs
Al | parents of children in sacrament preparption
education meetings conducted by Fr. Bede. These
ing their children for the sacraments. Each topi
for your convenience, pl ease choose the bept dat
*Any date and time is subjeemraitlog ddhudngda iant aandy weibmse .t eP |

12



Faith Formation Fami

Confirmation Retreat Dat es

Dat e Ti me Topic Locati on

Fridlawnday, 4: 30 p.dn. |[Fri@aywfirmatj on

| . .
Pot P
Septemb‘e,r 26158 : 00 p. m. Sundﬁzgtreat 0st Hnes

Sat udSduanyd a 8: 00 a.

Novembe5, 12001®:00 a. ess ReQhrueracth and [Ser vi ceé

5 B
®

Sat udMloanyday 8: 00 a.m $atCodadayr mat|{ onAllpine Meddows
Februalrby 23166: 00 p. Mond®&etreat Retreat Celnter,

3

Sunday

May 15, 2Ol:Lé):OCBSa.Or@.|c|>.ml?entecost Ret r eSaEtA S

w* 5)y*/, &7&3:5)*/[ ( *
granted. | should be called lucky be-
cause of what | have and receive. But |
always want more things instead of al-
ready being thankful. Seeing my life
compared to this woman has opened my
&: &4 50 8)"5 *z. #-8&44:&8% 8
* %0/ z5 | &&% 50 4536
for people who have problems such as
5) &4 & */ 5)&*3 %" *

N
\l
Co

Ro

EEEEEEEEEEENEAIN
L

- Homeless Retreat youth, 2014
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Faith Formation Fami

Youth Ministry Opportunities

il

Junior High Youth Group is a fun environment where youth can come and join us as we learn about our faith. We cr
ate a safe environment where youth feel confident in themselves to learn through faith filled activities.

High School Youth Group is a safe place for youth to come and express their faith in a fun and exciting way! Youth
Group encompasses the following activities but is not limited to service projects, sport nights and prayerful evenings.
Youth Group meets on Wednesday nights fror86.m. in the Youth Room.

Young Adult Ministry is open to anyone in their 20s and 30s who is looking for-tikeded Catholics to share their
faith and discover fellowship along the way!

LA Youth Day is an amazing event where thousands of teens from
across the nation attend. This day involves great music, listening to
inspiring speakers, Mass with the Cardinal and much, much more.
On the Wednesday before Youth Day, we will be spending the day at
Knottds Berry Farm as a group f
on Thursday and spend the rest of the time at Youth Day, an all day
event . The Anaheim Youth Day
trip packed with fun, excitement, entertainment and inspiration. Comg
and celebrate our faith with 15,000 other Catholic teenagers from all
over the country.

JUSTSDAYS is a fiveday experience of service, harals learning activities, prayer and liturgy, and community building
designed for groups of middle school youth and their adult leaders from Catholic parishes and schools. Just5Days is f
youth who are entering 7th, 8th, or 9th grade.

\'Jv WMk gy ko o W

- %% &nimal

T fou - ytion

Young Neighbors in Action is a week long summer service learning experience for youth entering 10th, 11th, 12th
grade or recent graduates. It provides a solid, Catholic approach to service and justice that balances Scripture diod Ca
social teaching, direct service, and a justice consciousness. It provides the experiences, skills, and learningmakeed to
change possible in this world.




